How a Piggyback Synapse Listens in to Tune Excitatory Terminals.
In this issue of Neuron, Mende et al. (2016) report how axo-axonic synapses of interneurons balance the strength of glutamatergic terminals in the spinal cord. The results highlight presynaptic roles of mGluR1 receptors and of BDNF as a retrograde signal to regulate GABA synthesis and tune transmission.